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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT CENTER HOSTSMAYAN THEMED FUNDRAISER
Nonprofit Raises Funds to Help Individuals Obtamoyment

CLEVELAND (January 10, 2012) [0 The Mayan calendar may be ending in December 20 E
Barrio Workforce Development Center is going tatpdike there’s no tomorrow when it hosts its fdurt
annualTaste Latino: Party Like It's 2012 he benefit, presented by title sponsors The Hoegoband
Dollar Bank, kicks off at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Ma;i2012 at Nighttown, 12387 Cedar Road in
Cleveland Heights.

El Barrio is a program of West Side Ecumenical Mtirnyi, a subsidiary corporation of Center for
Families and Children. Proceeds from the eventfiidgieBarrio, which for more than 20 years has
helped individuals in need from all backgroundsagbself-sustaining jobs through supportive sesjice
free training and/or educational programs.

At the event, nearly 300 attendees will party lifke Mayans while enjoying deliciously authentic
Latin cuisine featuring the flavors of Mayan coiggr such as Mexico and Guatemala while listerong t
live music by Noel Quintana’s Latin Crew. Attend®eh also take in the artwork of renowned local
Guatemalan artist Hector Castellanos.

“This year’s event is a fun take on the Mayan ehithe world craze,” explained Ingrid Angel,
director of El Barrio. “The Mayans didn't really lleve the world was going to end, but that 2012 Mfou

signal a new era and a time of change. Likewiddl &arrio, we believe that 2012 can be a new era fo



job growth in Cleveland, but we need the suppothefcommunity to help our fellow Clevelanders in

need secure self-sustaining employment by supppttiis event.”

In the past year, El Barrio has seen positive gainemployment and an increasing number of
participating companies, said Angel. Despite ecdnoftuctuations, El Barrio helped nearly 400
individuals secure employment and provided caseagement services to more than 800 in 2011.

“Every two weeks, we have a new group of studeyuing through our program in hopes of
obtaining employment so | know the need still exifssaid Angel. “Luckily for them and for us, wevea
the support of some amazing corporate partnersiblve in the quality of the job candidates we
produce and some come exclusively to El Barrio whieng for their companies.”

El Barrio corporate partners and presenting spentworthe event are The Home Depot and Dollar
Bank. Other sponsors include Time Warner, Third gfald KeyBank, Frantz Ward LLP, University
Hospitals and Cuyahoga Community College.

Event admission is $75 and includes authentic Latisine, such as paella and empanadas, sangria
and live music. For more information, or to reseywar ticket(s), please call Ingrid Angel at 21619

2965 oriangel@wsem.org

About our Combined Organization

The Center for Families and Children (CFC), Wede3tcumenical Ministry (WSEM) and El Barrio
have joined together to increase their impact erctimmunity. CFC is the parent corporation and
WSEM is a subsidiary corporation. Our combined oiggtion has core strengths in early learning, food
centers, behavioral health, youth development aoritfarce development.

Our newly combined organization provides opportasiand hope for children, adults and familiesliyvi
in poverty in our community. With 14 locations hetgreater Cleveland area, our focus remains on
preserving and enhancing critical services, gigreater voice to the issues that impact the peasple
serve, and helping align and focus our communtbg'st thinking, assets and collective action on our
toughest challenges. To learn more, please v§it@rg or www.wsem.org.

#H#



